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DIVISION  OF SCIENCE RESOURCES STUDIES

The Division of Science Resources Studies (SRS) fulfills the legislative mandate of the National Science
Foundation Act to ...

provide a central clearinghouse for the collection, interpretation, and analysis of data on the availability
of, and the current and projected need for, scientific and technical resources in the United States, and to
provide a source of information for policy formulation by other agencies of the Federal  Government...

To carry out this mandate, SRS designs, supports, and directs periodic surveys as well as a variety of other
data collections and research projects. These surveys yield the materials for SRS staff to compile, analyze, and
disseminate quantitative information about domestic and international resources devoted to science,
engineering, and technology.

If you have any comments or suggestions about this or any other SRS product or report, we would like to hear
from you.  Please direct your comments to:

National Science Foundation
Division of Science Resources Studies
4201 Wilson Blvd., Suite 965
Arlington, VA 22230
Telephone:  (703) 306-1780
Fax:  (703) 306-0510
email:  srsweb@nsf.gov

Suggested Citation
National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Studies, Graduate Students and Postdoctorates
in Science and Engineering:  Fall 1996,  NSF 98-307, Project Officer, Joan Burrelli (Arlington, VA 1998).

April 1998

SRS data are available through the World Wide Web (http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/stats.htm).  For
more information about obtaining reports, contact pubs@nsf.gov or call (301) 947-2722.  For
NSF's Telephonic Device for the Deaf, dial (703) 306-0090.

ii



CONTENTS

Section Page

GENERAL NOTES................................................................................................................... 1

TECHNICAL NOTES.............................................................................................................. 3

TECHNICAL TABLES............................................................................................................ 9

DETAILED STATISTICAL TABLES ............................................................................... 27

SURVEY MATERIALS .......................................................................................................... 138

LIST OF DOCTORATE-GRANTING AND MASTER’S-GRANTING

INSTITUTIONS........................................................................................................................... 147

GETTING INFORMATION ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

ORDER FORM

iii



Data presented in these tables are derived from the
National Science Foundation/National Institutes of Health
(NSF/NIH) Survey of Graduate Students and
Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering (graduate stu-
dent survey), Fall 1996.  Unless otherwise specified, the
published data represent estimates of total enrollment in
science and engineering (S&E) programs in approxi-
mately 11,592 graduate departments at 603 institutions
in the United States and outlying areas.

All eligible institutions were included in the survey
in the years 1988-96.  From 1984-87 the survey design
was a stratified random sample, with all doctorate-grant-
ing institutions, all master’s-granting historically black
colleges and universities, and all land-grant institutions
included in the certainty stratum.  The remaining
master’s-granting institutions were divided into two
sample strata on the basis of enrollment size.  Data for
sampled institutions for the years 1984-87 were reesti-
mated in 1988 on the basis of 1983 and 1988 data.  Dur-
ing the 1989 survey cycle, S&E field definitions were
reviewed and some departments were deleted.  Data for
1975-88 were adjusted to conform to the revised defini-
tions.

In 1992, the citizenship categories requested were
modified to conform to those used in other surveys con-

ducted by NSF, the Department of Education’s National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES), and others.  Prior
to that time, permanent residents (those who held green
cards but had not yet been granted U.S. citizenship) were
to be included in “Foreign”; in subsequent years these
individuals were included in the “U.S. citizens” total and
reported according to racial/ethnic background.

For these reasons, and because institutions may re-
vise their data for earlier years, only the latest trend data
should be used in historical analyses.

For further information on the survey, please con-
tact the Project Officer—

Joan Burrelli, Project Officer
Science and Engineering Education

and Human Resources Program
National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 965
Arlington, VA 22230

Telephone: (703) 306-1774, ext. 6942
Internet: jburrell@nsf.gov
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